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From the Administrator’s Desk: 
 

As we all are aware of, testing is 
a very large part of our students’ school 
year of late.  We seem to be doing 
testing more and more, and are in 
constant competition with all of the 
other school districts to keep our scores 
at a high level.  Recently the State 
Department of Education sent out a 
news release explaining the testing 
processes Nebraska is currently part of.  
I thought this article was very 
informative and gave a very 
straightforward explanation of the 
testing processes.  I have inserted the 
article below; please feel free to contact 
the administration with any questions or 
concerns that the article may have you 
thinking about. 
 For additional information, please 
contact David Jespersen by 
phone (402-471-4537) or email 
(david.jespersen@nebraska.gov)   

NEBRASKA STUDENT-CENTERED 
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM HELPS 

TEACHERS ACCELERATE STUDENT 
LEARNING 

The new Nebraska Student-
Centered Assessment System 
(NSCAS), announced statewide this 
school year by the Nebraska 
Department of Education (NDE), 
introduces a new approach to the role 
of assessment that puts students at the 
center of teaching and learning. 

NSCAS features a more efficient, 
connected system of targeted 
assessments coupled with an increased 
commitment from NDE to professional 
learning opportunities for teachers. The 
assessments are used throughout the 
school year, providing information on 
each student’s in-the-moment 
understanding, academic growth, and 
grade level proficiency. The system 
helps teachers accelerate learning by 
ensuring they receive timely and in-
depth assessment results they can use 
to meet the unique learning needs of 
each of their students. 

“We’ve been intent on 
implementing an assessment system 
that helps students prepare for success 
in postsecondary education, career, and 
civic life,” said Commissioner of 
Education Matthew Blomstedt. “We’re 
building a model system to understand 
the individual successes and challenges 

of each student, which allows us to 
provide all Nebraska children with 
educational experiences tailored to their 
needs.” 
 NSCAS aligns with the goals of 
Nebraska’s Accountability for a Quality 
Education System, Today 
and Tomorrow (AQuESTT) that 
supports and rewards improvement for 
every student, school, and educator and 
classifies all schools into four 
performance levels. 

NSCAS is comprised of multiple 
measures of learning – formative 
assessments that enable educators to 
monitor student understanding and 
adjust instruction in the moment; interim 
assessments that track academic 
growth and target learning needs over 
time; and summative assessments that 
measure achievement relative to 
Nebraska’s content area standards in 
grades three through eight for English 
language arts (ELA) and math and 
grades three and five for science. The 
system also includes professional 
learning opportunities that help teachers 
use assessment data to strengthen their 
instruction and effectiveness. 
In addition to assessments and related 
resources already in place within 
districts, initial components of NSCAS 
that NDE is providing at no cost to 
schools and districts include: 

The  
Spartan 
Times 

Today’s Learners, Tomorrow’s Leaders 



	   2 

•   TestWiz and Navigate Item 
Bank, two technology tools 
introduced statewide this year 
that help teachers create 
customized formative 
assessment 
•    MAP Growth, currently 
used by educators in nearly 
95% of Nebraska districts, 
measures each student’s 
academic growth over time, 
and provides immediate in-
depth results about what 
each student knows and is 
ready to learn next 
•   The new annual NSCAS 
Summative assessment, 
custom built by NDE and 
Nebraska teachers with 
NWEA designed to measure 
grade-level achievement 
relative to Nebraska’s 
Content Area Standards for 
ELA and math in grades three 
through eight and science in 
grades three and five 
•  The ACT college entrance 
exam, provided by NDE to all 
high school juniors in the 
spring, will continue to serve 
as the summative 
assessment in English 
language arts, math, and 
science at the high school 
level 

•   NDE is adding to the 
professional learning 
opportunities already offered 
in Nebraska by providing 
workshops at no cost to help 
educators understand the 
purpose of each assessment, 
gain expertise in interpreting 
reports, and apply 
assessment information to 
inform instructional decisions 

 Over the coming months, NDE is 
providing districts and schools with 
information they need to support parent 
and guardian engagement in 
assessment, such as test-taking 
strategies, recommended questions to 
ask teachers about assessment results, 
and guidance on how results can be 
used to support student learning. More 
information on the new NSCAS 
assessment system can be found 
at https://www.education.ne.gov/assess
ment/ 
 

Mr. Michael Brown, Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Student 
 
 Boyd County Schools would like 
to welcome Connor Nolan. Connor 
previously attended York Public School. 
Connor is a junior. Connor is staying 
with his grandparents, Tim and Cindy 
Nolan. Welcome, Connor! 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

FCCLA Pizza & Pasta Party Held 
 

By Mrs. Black 
 
 On March 12th, the Boyd County 
FCCLA chapter hosted their Pizza & 
Pasta Party in the multi purpose at the 
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Spencer campus. The party was open 
to all 6th through 12th graders who are 
members or prospective members of 
FCCLA. The evening began with 
games, such as Human Bingo and 
Apples to Apples. The seniors then 
shared with the 6th graders what our 
chapter does throughout the year along 
with their favorite parts of FCCLA. The 
meeting started with the officers 
performing opening ceremonies. 
Everyone then enjoyed homemade 
pizza and pasta.  
 The President, Samantha Hipke, 
then led our meeting. Some items on 
the agenda were to discuss upcoming 
fundraisers, parent’s night and State 
Leadership Conference in April. Sam 
then concluded the meeting with the 
closing ceremony. Our chapter would 
like to remind everyone in grades 7-12 
for the upcoming school year to 
consider joining FCCLA! If you have 
questions about joining FCCLA please 
contact any chapter officer or Mrs. 
Sherry Black. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Niobrara Valley Conference 
Art Show 

 
By Ms. Dennis 

 
 Over 1200 pieces of high school 
and junior high artwork, representing 19 
area schools, will be on display 
Thursday, April 26, 2018 from 5:00-8:00 
p.m. and Friday, April 27, 2018 from 
8:00-2:00 p.m. in Stuart, Nebraska at 
the Stuart Community Auditorium, as 
part of this year’s Niobrara Valley 
Conference Art Show. 
 The Niobrara Valley Conference 
Art Show is open to the public and is 
free of charge. The artwork on display 
represents the yearlong efforts of 
hundreds of art students throughout this 
school year. Categories are as diverse 
as the students that enter work with 
drawing, painting, sculpture, textiles, 
and more. 
 Schools showing art work 
include: Chambers, Clearwater, 
Orchard, Elgin, Elkhorn Valley, Ewing, 
Keya Paha, Boyd County, Neligh-
Oakdale, Niobrara, Pope John, Rock 
County, St. Mary’s, Santee, Stuart, 
Verdigre, West Holt, and Wheeler 
Central. 

 The judges for this year’s art 
show are John Swim of Valentine and 
Jim Taylor of Stuart for the high school 
and Pastor Cody Kohler of Atkinson and 
Kimberly Tubbs of Stuart for the junior 
high. 
 Make plans to view this year’s 
exhibit Thursday, April 26, from 5:00-
8:00 p.m. and Friday, April 27, from 
8:00-2:00 p.m. This is an excellent 
opportunity to view the artwork and 
appreciate the talent showcased in the 
Niobrara Valley Conference Art Show. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science News 
 

By Mrs. Kayl 
 

 Science classes on the Lynch 
campus have been busy learning fun 
things this past month. The seventh 
grade life science class has been 
learning about different types of 
reproduction and what happens to the 
DNA of an organism during 
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reproduction and why they don’t look 
just like their siblings. 
 The eighth graders have been 
learning about earthquakes and 
volcanoes. After researching how 
structures are built to withstand 
earthquakes, they constructed their own 
buildings out of things such as straws, 
clay, popsicle sticks, marshmallows, 
paper, rocks, and toothpicks. Then they 
tested their structure in a simulated 
earthquake, Jell-O in a dissecting pan! 
Their structures held up pretty well! 
 In physical science and 
chemistry we have been learning about 
chemical reactions versus a physical 
change. To show the differences 
between chemical and physical 
changes, we made pancakes from 
scratch! During the different steps, the 
students identified whether a chemical 
or physical change was taking place 
and discussed the evidence of chemical 
reactions that were witnessed during 
the lab. Everyone loved them, but 
Nathan said, “My grandma’s are better!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NECC Scholastic Day 

 
 NECC Scholastic Day was held 
on Wednesday, March 21st in Norfolk. 
Mrs. Ebsen sponsored the Boyd County 
students. Several students won medals. 
Samantha Hipke placed 2nd in Anatomy 
and Physiology. Chase Harmon placed 
2nd in American History. Emily Reiser 
placed 3rd in Literature. Joshua Kersch 
placed 3rd in Vocabulary, Brayden 
Almgren placed 3rd Foods & Nutrition. 
Jacey Hilkemann placed 3rd in Medical 
Terminology. 
 Several students earned 
Honorable Mention honors. Theo 
Tauber 5th In American Government. 
Elsie Magwire placed 5th in Business 
English. Sydney Atkinson placed 4th in 
Spanish 2 and Heather Atkinson placed 
5th in Spanish 1. 
 Other students who attended 
were: Nathan Koch, Gracie Hansen, 
Lane Carson, Austin Koenig, Jared 
Koenig, Shay Nelson, Lexie Lowery, 
Melissa Sextro, Nathan Kaczor, Joseph 
Hiatt, and Kiryn Kayl.  Congratulations 
to all these students.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Math News 

 
By Ms. Synek 

 
 For enrichment day at Boyd 
County Schools on March 15th, the 7th 
Grade Math class constructed a solar-
powered robot. After a brief discussion 
of solar power along with a discussion 
of its pros and cons, the class broke up 
into groups to construct a small solar-
powered robot. Some students 
assembled a wheel for the robot while 
others worked to put the body motor 
together. Once it was all assembled, the 
class took it outside to see if it would 
work. As soon as the robot hit the 
sunlight, its motor started to make a bit 
of a racket. However, when set on the 
ground, the wheel did not seem to want 
to stay on, so it did not move on its own. 
In spite of this, learning about solar 
power and assembling a solar-powered 
robot proved to be a great experience 
for all. We plan to trouble-shoot later 
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this year why the wheel did not stay on, 
and how we can get it to work properly 
next time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FFA News 
 

By Ms. Taylor 
 

State FFA Convention is around 
the corner. It is April 4-6th and Boyd 
County will be well represented in 
Lincoln. There are 37 members heading 
to Lincoln to compete. 

 Kelsey Reiman will be receiving 
her state degree on Friday the 6th. The 
Nebraska State FFA Degree is the 
highest honor that the state can award 
a FFA member. Jayla Froman earned a 
State Gold in Dairy Placement. She will 
be recognized on stage as one of the 
top 3 FFA members in her proficiency 
area. Ashley Holmberg and Jacey 
Hilkemann have been selected as 
delegates to represent Boyd County 
FFA.  

There are many teams that will 
be competing in different Career 
Development and Leadership 
Development Events throughout the 
course of the week. These CDE teams 

include the Natural Resources team, 
members consisting of Kolt Boettcher, 
Chase Harmon, Lane Carson, Conner 
Hermsen and alternate Caleb 
Hilkemann. The Agronomy team 
consists of the following students: Gina 
McCarthy, Jada Heiser, Gracelyn 
Adams, Jayla Froman and alternate, 
Elizabeth Holmberg. Competing in the 
Meats Evaluation CDE is Shay Nelson, 
Austin Koenig, Jared Koenig, Mason 
Disterhaupt and alternate Trev Reiman. 
The Agri-science team consists of Kaci 
Mashino, Jenny Goesch, Lauryn 
Hoffman and Audrey Mohr. Alternate 
Agri-science team members include 
Maggie Hansen, and Alison Juhnke.  

We have students competing in 
different LDEs as well. Jayla Froman 
and Gracie Hansen will present an 
Agricultural Demonstration on cover 
crops during state convention. Jenny 
Goesch will be competing in the FFA 
Creed LDE as well. We are hoping for a 
success and fun week for Boyd County 
FFA in Lincoln.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Music Notes 
 

 The annual spaghetti supper and 
pops concert was held Monday, March 
19th. A delicious meal of spaghetti was 
served. The pops concert followed with 
a K – 12 students. The students have 
been learning about different genres of 
music. In addition to singing songs from 
various decades and styles, we have 
learned about different cultures and 
countries of origin. The older students 
have learned about how music from 
long ago influenced our music of today 
and how it came to America.  
 Mrs. Denise Hausmann directed 
the fifth grade band with “Sawmill 
Creek” and “Rock Point 5”. Mrs. Pat 
Thiry directed the group for “Star Wars”, 
“Cheesecake March” and “Popcorn 
Prelude”. 
 The JH/HS band performed 
“Spano”, “Secret Agent”, “December 
1963”, “Tijuana Taxi”, “Danger Zone”, 
“Sweet Caroline”, and “7 Nation Army”. 
The HS Chorus performed “Hallelujah”, 
“Africa”, and “Dust in the Wind”. The K-
12 combined chorus performed “I 
Wanna Rock”, “Seize the Day”, “The 
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Lion Sleeps Tonight”, “Grandma’s 
Feather Bed”, and “God Bless 
America”. It was a great night filled with 
good food and music! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speech 
 

By Mr. Baker 
 

 On March 12th, The Boyd County 
Speech team competed in Niobrara for 
District Speech. District Speech is the 
qualifying meet for state competition. Only 
the top 3 places in final round get to 
represent at state.  The dynamic duo of 
Jayla and Lane received 3rd and 4th in the 
first two rounds of Duet Acting and placed 
6th in the final round. Kaci Mashino placed 
2nd and 3rd in her first two rounds of 
Entertainment. However, she was edged 
out of state by one place, receiving 4th. 
Informative Speaking had two Boyd County 
contestants, Ashley Hausmann earned 5th 
in both rounds, but didn’t make it to finals. 
Emily Reiser earned 3rd and 4th in her 
rounds and 6th in finals. Brayden Almgren 

and Trevor Brooks performed Humorous 
Prose pieces and received 5th and 4th in 
the first round and 4th and 6th in the 
second round. Catalina Knox recited Poetry 
getting 4th and 2nd taking her to finals 
where she received 6th. Kiersten Wheeler 
received 5th and 4th the first 2 rounds but 
did not make it to finals. Joshua Kersch 
spoke in the Persuasive event and received 
3rd and 4th, but was edged out of finals. 
Jenny Goesch’s Persuasive Speaking 
earned 4th and 3rd and took her to finals 
where she received 6th. The OID team of 
Trevor Brooks, Lane Carson, Jayla 
Froman, Gracie Hansen, and Joseph Hiatt 
earned 3rd in both rounds securing a place 
in the final round where they received 5th 
place.  The OID Team of Brayden Almgren, 
Andrea Hipke, Kiryn Kayl, Joshua Kersch 
and Kaci Mashino earned 3rd place in both 
of their round as well as finals and the 
opportunity to compete at the state 
competition in Kearney. Melissa Sextro 
earned 3rd and 4th in the first two rounds 
making in to finals where she received 6th. 
Joseph Hiatt placed 3rd in both rounds and 
2nd in finals of Serious Prose and will 
competing at state on March 23rd. 
 Thursday, March 22nd, the Speech 
team left Spencer at 8 a.m., to the fanfare 
of a student tunnel walk and headed to 
Kearney to compete in State Speech.  We 
arrived Thursday afternoon found our way 
around campus and watched some Class A 
and B schools. Thursday Night we had one 
final run through and Friday morning it 
began. Our OID Team of Brayden 
Almgren, Andrea Hipke, Kiryn Kayl, Joshua 
Kersch and Kaci Mashino performed well in 

round one received 4th. The competition 
was brutal in round two and the team 
received 5th keeping us from finals. Joseph 
Hiatt, our Serious Prose speaker, moved 
the judge with his performance and earned 
1st place in round one. The second round, 
Joseph had serious competition and 
received 3rd. These rankings took Joseph 
to finals where he moved the final judges. 
During the award ceremony, we all waited 
with bated breath as they announced 3rd 
place for D1 Serious Prose, Joseph Hiatt.  
 With that we conclude the speech 
season. On behalf of the coaches I would 
like to thank everyone who came to meets, 
supported our speakers and helped out in 
anyway. Thank you to the students who 
competed this year, for getting up and 
being to school at 7 a.m., memorizing your 
speeches and always practicing to get 
better. Thank you seniors, Gracie Hansen, 
Casey Kuhl and Melissa Sextro for all the 
years of hard work and dedication. I hope 
speech has taught you some important 
lessons and that you had some fun. Good 
Luck in whatever you do in life.  
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NCPA Academic All-State Awards 
 

By Mrs. Ebsen 
 

 The Nebraska School Activities 
Association (NSAA) is pleased to 
announce the student recipients of the 
Winter 2017-18 Nebraska Chiropractic 
Physicians Association (NCPA) 
Academic All-State Awards. Since 2006 
this NSAA Award Program has 
recognized students who meet the 
criteria for nomination by their school in 
the season of their activity.   
 Each year the NSAA and the 
NCPA recognize students during Fall, 
Winter, and Spring Seasons who are 
nominated by their schools for their 
individual academic excellence, 
leadership and significant contributions 
in their NSAA activity. 
 Boyd County students being 
honored are: Sydney Atkinson and 
Emma Stahlecker in Girls Basketball; 
Gracie Hansen and Melissa Sextro in 
Speech. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday 
 

By Mrs. Hausmann 
 

 On March 15th, the Kindergarten 
and First Grade class in Lynch 
celebrated Dr. Seuss Day.  The 
students had a fun day of activities.  
Each of them wore a Cat in the Hat-hat 
that they colored themselves, worked 
on fun activity booklets, read Dr. Seuss 
books, and the best part of the day was 
making and eating Green Eggs and 
Ham. Dr. Seuss Day is always a great 
day to celebrate reading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Grade News 
 

By Mrs. Johnson 
 
 The third-graders in the Butte 
attendance center been working on 
reading and analyzing articles together 
as well as becoming “experts “for their 
section of the article. First, students 
begin working in a small group of two or 
three students. The students read a 
section together, discuss, and fill out a 
graphic organizer. Next, students from 
small groups get into larger groups with 
students who read the same section. 
They re-read their part of the passage, 
discuss, and fill out another graphic 
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organizer comprised of the best parts 
from the combined groups. Last, the 
“experts” share with the entire class 
their section of the article.  
 This approach sounds and looks 
different from the traditional approach to 
reading a science or social studies 
passage, however students are not only 
learning content from the passage but 
also how to work together as a group. I 
find my students are not only more 
engaged in their learning, but they work 
together very well to become the 
“experts” in their topic. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jump Rope for Heart 
 

By Mr. Dea 
 
 This year’s Jump Rope for Heart 
event was a great success! Thanks to 
the Boyd County/Lynch’s elementary 
families’ generous donations, we were 
able to raise $1888.25 for the American 

Heart Association. Not only did students 
help to raise money for important 
research, they learned to take care of 
their own heart by making smart healthy 
choices. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basketball Post Season Honors 
 
 The Niobrara Valley Conference 
has announced the players who had 
earned post-season honors for the 
2017-18-basketball season. In the boys’ 
division, Clay Hansen earned 1st Team 
Honors, Justin Drueke earned 2nd Team 
Honors, and Blake Ahlers and Colby 
Hansen earned Honorable Mention.  
 In the girls’ division, Emma 
Stahlecker earned 2nd Team Honors, 
Kelsey Reiman, Rhiannan Smalley and 
Kalli Kayl earned Honorable Mention. 
Congratulations to these Boyd County 
players for all their hard work! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Track 
 

By Mrs. Benson 
 
 The Boyd County track team 
opened their season on Tuesday, 
March 20th, at the Dan Lennon in 
Vermilion, S. D. Top 10 finishers for the 
team were: Blake Ahlers-first in the 
1600 m at 4:39.59, and Geri Ote-fourth 
in the 400 m at 56.16, Blake Ahlers-
fourth in the 800 m at 2:09.68. Chase 
Snyder was 10th in shot-put, with a toss 
of 41’ 9.25”. The 4×400 boys relay team 
finished seventh in a time of 3:54.32. 
The runners on that relay were Conner 
Hermsen, Austin Koenig, Geri Ote, and 
Blake Ahlers. For the girls’ team, Elsie 
Magwire was 6th in the 16 m dash at 
8.33, and Lauryn Hoffman tied for 6th in 
the long jump, with a jump of 15’4”. 
 Their next meet is scheduled for 
April 2 at Creighton. 
 

 



	   9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Powerlifting 
 

By Mr. Hart 
 

 The Boyd County Powerlifting 
team traveled to Lincoln last weekend 
to compete in the Class D State 
Powerlifting Meet at Parkview Christian 
High School.  The girls brought home 
the 2nd place trophy and team placed 
3rd in the co-ed division. 
 Individually, all BC lifters placed 
in the top five in their weight 
class.  Elsie Magwire placed first and 
also brought home the Outstanding 
Female Lifter award.  Gracie Hansen, 
Alex Reed and Jayla Froman finished 
2nd in their weight classes.  Brody 
O'Bryan finished 3rd in his weight 
class.  Lane Carson and Chase Harmon 
each placed 4th, and Isaiah Purviance 
placed 5th. 
 Elsie, Gracie, Jayla and Alex all 
broke one school record.  Chase broke 
three school records. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Laugh Attack 
 

What is the Easter bunny's favorite 
kind of music? 
Hip-hop 
 
How does the Easter Bunny paint all 
the Easter eggs? 
He hires Santa's elves during the off-
season. 
 
Why do rabbits do so well at school? 
They are great at multiplication. 

1
 
Why is a bunny the luckiest animal in 
the world? 
It has 4 rabbit's feet. 

 
W

Why did the Easter egg hide? 
He was a little chicken. 
 
Where does the Easter bunny eat 
breakfast? 
IHOP 
 
Why did the Easter Bunny cross the 
road?  
To prove he wasn't chicken! 

 
How do Easter bunnies stay 
healthy?  
EGG-xercise and HARE-robics! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FYI 
 

A World Without Plastic Pollution 
Earth Day 2018 Campaign 

https://www.earthday.org/campaigns/pla
stics-campaign/ 

From poisoning and injuring marine life 
to disrupting human hormones, from 
littering our beaches and landscapes to 
clogging our waste streams and 
landfills, the exponential growth of 
plastics is now threatening the survival 
of our planet. 

In response, Earth Day 2018 will focus 
on fundamentally changing human 
attitude and behavior about plastics 
and catalyzing a significant reduction in 
plastic pollution. For more information, 
check out the above website. 

 


